OGF Education and Training Community Group ET-CG

Session 2: National and International Grid Education and Training Policy

https://forge.gridforum.org/sf/projects/et-cg
Malcolm Atkinson presented the current version of the Policy for Supporting Grid Education and Training Document to the Education and Training Community Group (ET-CG).   During review of the document discussion arose about: 

In general the need to get more input from other continents was raised, as the current text is quite Europe-focussed.  Asian and American input would be useful.

It was agreed that the Definitions section should probably be removed as the ET-CG will be publishing a separate Glossary information document which can be referenced.  Some terms should still be clarified as regards their usage in this document, however, for example, the terms “Cyber-Infrastructure”, “e-Infrastructure” and “Grid” are here used relatively interchangeably and this should be stated.

Action Points:

Document Revisions

1) Make a request on the mailing list for input from continents other than Europe

2) Replace Definitions section with a reference to the ET-CG Glossary document and instead clarify the usage of certain non-educational terms (which do not belong in the Glossary) within the document.

3) Define the document's goals and target audience

4) Rewrite the document's abstract

It was agreed that the document needs some minor revisions, however, there was support for the idea of progressing with this document and the group hopes to be in a position to submit it to the OGF editorial process soon.

Curriculum Development Workshop Report

Elizabeth vander Meer then presented a report of the activities the recent Curriculum Development Workshop jointly organised by the OGF Education and Training Community Group (ET-CG), The ICEAGE project and the e-Infrastructures Reflection Group (e-IRG) Education and Training Task Force (ETTF) in Brussels earlier this year.

There was some discussion on the notion of whether a curriculum should propose that English competency be a recommended prerequisite. This had been suggested by some members of the Curriculum Development Workshop but had been opposed by other members.  At the ET-CG session participants were asked for their experiences in Education outside of English-speaking countries and the consensus was that English was not required for Grid Education in most countries and so it was agreed that English competency could not be expected as a prerequisite for any international e-Science curriculum.

There was also discussion on the notion of core and elective curriculum prerequisites and components, with a general feeling that it should be mentioned early on in the document that not all components of the proposed curriculum were required core elements, and that what aspects would be taught would vary depending on the discipline of the students.

A request had been made at the workshop for participants to provide examples of how the topics in the curriculum would be taught to students from different disciplines.  Some participants of the ET-CG session also volunteered to help collect such examples.

Action Points:

Document Revisions

5) English should be removed as a recommended prerequisite

6) It should be made clear early in the document that not all proposed curriculum topics are core.

7) Examples of how these topics could be taught in different disciplines should be collected to flesh out the curriculum.

It was agreed that this was a valuable document but that it would require significantly more work before it could be proposed as an actual curriculum.  To that end a further workshop was suggested to be co-located with OGF23 in Barcelona in June 2008.

