OGF Education and Training Community Group ET-CG

Session 1: Professional Grid Certification

https://forge.gridforum.org/sf/projects/et-cg

Kathryn Cassidy presented the current version of the Professional Grid Certification Document to the Education and Training Community Group.   During review of the document discussion arose about: 

· the way in which OGF’s role was being described in the document 

· what market was being targeted 

· the proposal of a Grid Professional Institute

Group members agreed that it was important to make clear from the outset that OGF is not a certifying body.  OGF is producing this document, can hold best practice workshops and draw on expertise within the group, but OGF will not be attempting to make a profit or to develop or define skill sets.  The document offers best practice so that accreditation bodies can decide to adopt this accreditation scheme, using it as a starting point.  The OGF provides a neutral space in which various stakeholders have the opportunity to discuss professional grid certification.

Discussion also turned to the question of what market was the focus of the document.  There are references to “markets” and “major players in the market”, but this is ambiguous and needs clarification.  Future versions of this document will address this ambiguity.

A final important discussion point involved the proposal of a Grid Professional Institute.  Members of the group believed that it was outside of the scope of OGF to establish or recommend the establishment of such an institute.  Instead, it was decided that this section should be revised to focus on sustainability issues and present a number of different possible models including the Grid Professional Institute model, or a model in which  existing accreditation bodies such as the ACM and IEEE take up the accreditation task.

Action Points:

Document Revisions

1) Explicitly state in the document, at the beginning, that OGF is not a certifying body

2) Define the market that is being targeted in this document

3) Replace the “Grid Professional Institute” section with a section on sustainability

4) Define the goals and target audience of the document

5) Rewrite the document's abstract

It was agreed that the document needs some refinement and will be revised based on these discussions.  In general, however, there was support for the idea of progressing with this document and the group hopes to be in a position to submit it to the OGF editorial process soon.

