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The main purpose of this workshop was to provide financial services firms an opportunity to discuss and understand their Grid issues in a forum that includes their peers and other Grids experts.

The workshop consisted of two sessions, the first from the perspective of the user community and the second from the perspective of the vendor community.  Invited speakers presented at each session followed a brief time for question and answer.  The first user community speaker was Robert Nordlund, from The Hartford.  Robert reported that their technical challenges include: 1) scaling because rapid expansion of grid computing puts tremendous strain on operations (power, cooling, networking, floor space, etc.); 2) DR/BCP – a “cold spare” is not an option when the system is over 1000 servers; 3) Testing because an isolated, equivalent test environment is not an option; 4) Predictive modeling is necessary to simulate the environment at scale; 5) Storage - traditional storage options are limited in both capacity and throughput; and 5) Application Development – developers need to be educated on writing “grid-friendly”, high-performance applications.  He concluded by saying Grid has been a transformational technology giving users access to capabilities they wouldn’t have envisioned, or can now live without and that Grid computing is an integral part of their business and gives the company a stable, scalable platform to model uncertainty.  The second speaker was Shawn Findlan, very recently of Morgan Stanley, now with West Avenue Management Partners.  Shawn presented that Grid use continues to grow exponentially in the financial services industry and that there is much Grid innovation going on but that it is happening inside each company, essentially in independent silos.  Some of the challenges he sees are evolving architectures (or moving targets) on the Storage, Networking & Compute bottlenecks, data center issues and security.  His recommendations to OGF included keeping the pressure on because the financial services community needs standards and companies to drive standards; and having a better tie-in with Financial Services industry. 
The final speaker was John Barr from the 451 group.  He reported on the Grid API for FSI project he participated in last year.  Initial interest from the banks was very high in the project.  A couple of meetings were held where all the interested parties agreed to identify uses cases, but then the banks just stopped participating.  Interest continues to remain high, but without participation, there has been no progress and no future activity is planned.  The obstacle to overcome is that the banks consider their Grids to be the crown jewels and they don’t want to share information.  He concluded that  the financial services industry will not drive the standardization process, but will use standards once they exist.  OGF will have to consider this when trying to engage the FSI.  In the vendor session Nick Werstiuk from Platform Computing, Lee Fisher from HP, Gordon Jackson from DataSynapse, and Kevin Pleiter from IBM each presented their views on Grid solutions for the financial services community.  
The workshop was forced to conclude because there was no further time.  However, at the end of Shawn Findlan’s talk he posed four key questions:
· How do we bring Financial Services to the table?

· What are the benefits?

· How does Financial Services earn from the OGF?

· How does the OGF learn from Financial Services?
Perhaps, the main takeaway for OGF is to focus on follow up discussion and activities to help answer these questions.

